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A WARM WELCOME!
France is a country with a magnificent cultural, historical and natural heritage. These charms are the reason
why France is the most visited tourist destination in the world. But even in the warm glow of these charms,
we must not lose sight of France’s greatest treasure: its diversity. Yes, France meets expectations about its
natural beauty, its culinary magic, and its art de vivre, but it is also full of surprises as a function of its diversity.
For centuries France has warmly welcomed people from all around the world, benefited from the lasting love
these people have shown, and requited that love with a uniquely French passion.
The Jewish community of France is the third largest in the world. Jewish history in France stretches back
more than 2,000 years. Despite the shameful tragedies that have befallen the Jewish community, France has
always returned to and solidified its commitment to its Jewish citizens. France shares an unshakable bond
with them–and with people of all convictions–that has endured for generations, a bond that has made France
a special and welcoming country.
We sincerely hope that it will take little effort to convince Jewish travelers from around the world that France
is a destination worth visiting. Little effort because the ties that unite us go far beyond tourism. So, like
Benjamin of Tudela, the 12th-century Jewish explorer whose writings tell us about the Jewish communities
of his time, come to France and chronicle the French Jewish world of today. Admire the synagogues and
monuments, and enjoy the Jewish-style and kosher cuisine of Tsarfat, the Hebrew word for “France” so
evocative of a beauty to be treasured. Understand why the Jews of France are, as the proverb says, heureux
comme Dieu en France (“as happy as God in France”).
It is therefore with great pride that we share in offering to you this guide destined for all people enthusiastic
about the diversity of France, and particularly passionate about France’s great Jewish heritage.
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